Subsidized Accessible Housing

There are three types of low income, wheelchair-accessible housing in Washington, DC.
The rent for each of these housing options is 30% of your household income. You may qualify
for these options based on your income. Income limits are set by the Department of Housing
-and Urban Development (HUD) each year. For a listing of income limits for housing in BCgo to
heto://www huduser.org/Datasets/IL/1L08/de fyZ008.ndf.

Wheelchair Accessible Public Housing in DC

DCHA is completing the renovation and construction of 565 fully wheelchair accessible
public housing units in specific bedroom sizes pursuant to a fixed schedule.

All people with mobility disabilities in need of wheelchair accessible public housing
should: :

s fill out an application for public housing (available on the internet at:
hitp://www.dchousing.org/department/Client Placement application.pdf ) and submit
it to DCHA’s Client Placement Division at 1133 North Capitol Street NE, Washington, DC
20002. The walk-in day for individuals who wish to submit applications is Tuesday. You
may also make an appointment to submit your application by calling 202.435.3245
between 8:30am - 4:30pm to schedule an appointment. TTY users may call DC Relay at
202.855.1234.

" e provide DCHA with a va!id,_permanenf address {such as a post office box) where timely
receipt of mail is ensured;

e contact DCHA’s Client Placement Division at 1133 North Capitol Street NE,
202.535,1000/202.855.1234 (TTY), on a regular basis to confirm your status on the
public housing waiting list fer wheelchair accessible housing;

e attend all scheduled interviews or meetings with DCHA's Client Placement staff, or, if
necessary, request accommodations to extend deadlines for interviews;

e provide all necessary documents required by DCHA such as birth certificates, (non)-
driver photo identification, income statements, medical releases for verification of the
need for accessible housing and, if necessary, request accommodations to extend
deadlines for interviews and submission of documents;

e respond to all DCHA correspondence by the deadlines provided or, if necessary, request
accommodations to extend deadline.



Housing Optioﬁ 1: DC Housing Authority Public Housing®

Public housin.g is provided by the DC Housing Authority (DCHA). DCHA is located at:

1133 North Capital Street NE
Suite 178
Washington, DC 20002

To apply for public housing, complete the DC Housing Authority Application. It can be
cbtained ontine at http://www.dchousing org/docs/HousingApplication.pdf.

IMPORTANT: On the DC Housing Authority application you should check all three
housing options: Public Housing, (Section 8) Housing Choice Voucher Program and Section 8
Moderate Rehabilitation. '

When applying for housing with DCHA, make sure you provide your most up-to-date
mailing address. if you are currently in a nursing home, you may wish to use a post office box
or a close relative or friend’s address to ensure you receive timely notice of mailings from the
DC Housing Authority.

REMINDER: if you fail to respond to a mailing from DCHA, your name will likely be
removed from the public housing waiting list.

Included in the DCHA application is an application for a reasonable accommodation.
Reasonable Accommodations are the things you need in order to benefit from public housing in
the same way as people who are not disabled.

If you need a reasonable accommodation, complete all of the reasonable
accommodation questions on the form. Indicate all of the accommodations that you require,
such as a flat entrance, wider doorways, lower appliances and switches, etc.

To apply for wheelchair accessible housing, you can complete the application on-line at
hitp://www.dchousing.org, or download the application at
http://www.dchousing.org/docs/HousingApplication.ndf. You can mail the completed
application to: -

Client Placement Center
DC Housing Authority
1133 North Capitoi Street, NE
Washington DC 20002

You can schedule an appointment to apply for housing or update your application
‘information, by calling the Client Placement Division Appointment Line at 202.435.3245

* information obtained from the DC Housing Authority website, httg://www.dchousing.org/default.asp.




between 8:30am - 4:30pm. To check the status of your application, please caill DCHA's Call
Center at 202.535.1000 or TTY users may call DC Relay at 202.855.1234.

After your application is received by DCHA you will be called in for an initial interview.
You must go even if you do not have all of the documents listed below. DCHA will give you time
to provide the documents. The documents you will need to provide to DCHA are:

. Government issued photo 1D for all family members 18 years and older;
Proof of birth for all family members;
Verification of social security number for all family members;
Current bank statements for all family members 18 years and older;
Proof of income - i.e., pay stubs, 551 statement (no more than six (6) months old);
Proof of preference — your preference is the reason why you are applying for public
housing, i.e., you are homeless, disabled, currently paying more than 50% of your
income towards rent, etc. For a complete list of preferences please review the DC
Housing Authority application found in the Appendix, section C, of this manual;
7. Current criminal history report for all family members 18 years and older;
Contact information for your child care provider if you pay child care expenses; and
9. Verification of enroliment form(s} signed by school staff for all school age children.
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For individuals who already applied to the DC Housing Authority, you should contact
DCHA if you have not heard from them. iIf any information in your original application has
changed, you must update your DCHA Application. To update your application you can
complete the application on-line at hitp://www.dchousing.org, or download the application at
https://dchousing.org/ss|/residents/appUpdate.asox. You can mail the completed application
to:

Client Placement Center
DC Housing Authority
1133 North Capitol Street, NE
Washington DC 20002

Housing Option 2: DC Housing Authority Housing Choice Voucher Program (HCVP)
{Formerly called “Section 8 Tenant-Based Vouchers”)

A Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) is a piece of paper that you can use to rent an
apartment at a discounted rate. You will pay 30% of your income for rent. DCHA pays the
balance of your rent once they approve the apartment you find.

To apply for the Housing Choice Voucher Program (HCVP), complete the DCHA
Application and check “Housing Choice Voucher Program” on the application.  Once your name
reaches the top of the list, DCHA will give you a voucher and a lease-up packet. it isupto you
to find an apariment before the expiration date on the voucher, DCHA provides limited search
assistance to voucher holders who are disabled.



IMPORTANT: If you cannot find an apartment before the expiration of your voucher,
you must request an extension prior to the expiration date. DCHA usually grants extensions,
especially for people who use wheelchairs, because it is difficult to find accessible housing.
Speak with your DCHA housing counselor about this. S/he should also assist in locating
wheelchair accessible housing with your voucher.

For applicants who meet all eligibility criteria, i.e., credit, prior rental history, criminal
history, etc., landlords are required to accept vouchers unless the cost of the apartment
exceeds the limits set by the DCHA. The value of your subsidy voucher is considered part of
your income.,

Once you find housing at an apartment complex, you will still need to follow that
complex’s internal application process which may include: completing the application and
undergoing criminal background and credit background and rental history verification. If you
are approved for housing, the landlord must complete the “lease-up packet” you receive with
your voucher. Once the landlord completes the lease-up packet, you must take it to DCHA's
Housing Choice Voucher Unit for processing. DCHA's walk-in days are on Tuesdays from
8:30am-3:30pm.

1. Once the lease-up packet is accepted by the Housing Choice Voucher Unit, DCHA will
conduct an inspection of the unit before they will agree to pay the subsidy portion of
your rent. '

2. If the unit passes DCHA’s inspection, DCHA and your property manager will enter
into a Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) contract. This contract states that DCHA
agrees to pay a certain portion of the rent. DCHA has fourteen (14} busmess days
from the date of the inspection to comp[ete the HAP contract.

3. Once the HAP contract is signed, you will then sign a lease with the landlord and pay
a security deposit and/or first month’s rent prior to moving into the unit. The
amount of your rent will be 30% of your income and will be calculated by DCHA.
Report any and all changes in income and household composition to DCHA and your
property manager.

IMPORTANT: These vouchers are “portable” meaning they may be transferred to other
buildings and to other states with prior approval from DCHA.

Housing Option 3: Subsidized Housing

Subsidized “project-based” buildings are privately owned and managed buiidings funded
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. These properties offer lower
rents that total 30% of tenants’ income. Some subsidized buildings are only for seniors aged 65



and older; others are for adults with disabilities, while others are for families, including
children.

Subsidized apartment buildings have their own applications, waiting lists and selection
process. Attached is a list of apartment complexes in Washington, DC that are subsidized, have
accessible entrances and some units that may be accessible to wheelchair riders. You must
apply directly to these apartment complexes and get on their waiting list even if there are no
vacancies at the time you call them. Most of these buildings will require you to complete their
applications and submit documents such as a photo identification card, social security card,
proof of income and birth certificate.

DC Aging and Disability Resource Center

For help completing the DCHA application or subsidized housing applications you can
contact the DC Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC). The ADRC is a program under the
DC Office on Aging (DCOA) that is designed to provide long-term care information and referral
services, benefits and options counseling services, and access to publicly and privately financed
services and benefits for those in need of long-term supports and their families. The ADRCis a
single point of entry for those who qualify. Satellite offices cover each of the District’s 8 wards.

The ADRC serves the needs of the District’s citizens aged 60 and over as well as persons
with disabilities aged 18 and over. Also available through the ADRC are resources for their
families, caregivers and professionals in the healthcare and social service industries.

The mission of the ADRC is to assist the District’s elderly and persons with disabilities in -
maximizing their independence and improving their quality of life by linking people with a range
of quality services.

You can contact the ADRC at:
1134 11th Street NW
Washington, DC 20001
202.724.5626 {Phone)
202.724.8925 (TTY)
1.877.919.2372 (Toll Free)
www.agre.de poy
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